
Reading Audio Readers: Book Consumption in the Streaming Age 

The current rise of streamed audiobooks is deeply affecting our book and reading 
culture, in manifold ways. Drawing from the recently published book Reading Audio 
Readers, this talk uncovers how people make use of this medium by investigating a 
unique set of reader consumption data, covering 74 million logged sessions of 
audiobook streaming during one year on the level per user and hour. Offering an 
academic perspective on the kind of user data hoard we associate with tech companies, 
it asks: when it comes to audiobooks, what do people really read, and how and when do 
they read it? And how can we use proprietary user data as a tool for algorithmic 
criticism? 
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